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DoD employee, may give rise to the ap-
pearance that the DoD employee him-
self is using his public office for per-
sonal gain. When a spouse or household
member of a DoD employee engages in
such activity, the supervisor of the
DoD employee must consult an Ethics
Counselor, and counsel the DoD em-
ployee that such activity should be
avoided where it may:

(i) Cause actual or perceived partial-
ity or unfairness;

(ii) Involve the actual or apparent
use of rank or position for personal
gain; or

(iii) Otherwise undermine discipline,
morale, or authority.

(k) Related rules. (1) There is a prohi-
bition on holding conflicting financial
interests. See 5 CFR 2635.403, 18 U.S.C.
208, and 5 CFR part 2640.

(2) There are requirements regarding
seeking outside employment. See 5
CFR 2635.601–2635.606 and subpart H of
this part.

(3) There is a prohibition on engaging
in outside employment or activities
that conflict with official duties. See 5
CFR 2635.802.

(4) There are limitations on certain
outside activities such as receipt of
outside earned income by certain DoD
Presidential appointees or non-career
DoD employees, service as an expert
witness, participation in professional
associations, teaching, writing, speak-
ing, or fundraising. See 5 CFR 2635.804–
2635.808.

(5) There is a prohibition on the re-
ceipt of honoraria. See 5 CFR part 2636.

(6) There are prohibitions on the mis-
use of official position such as im-
proper endorsements or improper use of
non-public information. See 5 CFR
2635.701–2635.705.

(7) There are prohibitions on certain
post-Government service employment.
See subpart I of this part.

[59 FR 13214, Mar. 21, 1994. Redesignated and
amended at 60 FR 20030, Apr. 24, 1995]

Subpart F—Political Activities

§ 84.17 Office of Personnel Manage-
ment regulation.

See 5 CFR part 734, ‘‘Political Activi-
ties of Federal Employees.’’

[59 FR 13214, Mar. 21, 1994, as amended at 60
FR 20030, Apr. 24, 1995]

§ 84.18 Political activities of civilian
DoD employees.

(a) Policy.
(1) The policy governing the political

activities of civilian DoD employees is
derived from the Hatch Act Amend-
ments, 5 U.S.C. 7321 through 7325. Guid-
ance on the application of the Hatch
Act Amendments is provided by the
Hatch Act Hotline at the Office of Spe-
cial Counsel at 1–(800) 854–2824.

(2) Primary enforcement responsibil-
ity under the Hatch Act Amendments
lies with the Office of Special Counsel
under 5 U.S.C. 1216(c); however, DoD
Components have responsibility to in-
vestigate allegations of prohibited po-
litical activity by excepted service em-
ployees of the DoD Component.

(3) It is DoD policy to encourage ci-
vilian DoD employees and members of
the Armed Forces to carry out the obli-
gations of citizenship to the maximum
extent possible consistent with the re-
strictions imposed by law and by this
part.

(b) Permissible activities. Subject to
paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section,
civilian DoD employees may, in their
personal capacities:

(1) Be candidates for public office in
nonpartisan elections;

(2) Register and vote as they choose;
(3) Assist in voter registration drives;
(4) Express opinions about candidates

and issues;
(5) Contribute money to political or-

ganizations;
(6) Attend political fundraising func-

tions;
(7) Attend and be active at political

rallies and meetings;
(8) Join and be an active member of a

political party or club;
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